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In The Name Of God

Basic Facts About Persian

The Persian language is written from right to left using an alphabet
consisting of thirty - two letters. In Persian, unlike English, no distinction
is made between capital and lower case letters. With a few exceptions,
each letter corresponds to one sound.

Although there are thirty - two letters in the alphabet, to an untrained
eye it may appear as though there are many more because each letter can
take four diverse forms in a given word, depending upon its position.
Why is there such a diversity in forms? Because in any given word each
letter may be joined to the one immediately preceding it or following it or
may occur by itself.

These four positions are as follows:

1. If the letter occurs at the beginning of a word it is called the initial
letter.

With the exception of seven letters, all initial letters are joined to the
letter that follows them. The exceptions are clearly illustrated in the
lessons.

2. If the letter occurs in the middle of a word and is joined to both
the preceding and the following letters it is called the medial letter. The

seven letters referred to as exception above, however, are not joined to

Numbers

Year and age
Seasons

Months

Days and Date
Greetings and Wishes
Public holidays
What time is it?
Abbreviations

Signs and Notices
Emergency

Lost property-Theft
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-alef ' L l , the letters that follow them.
3. If the letter occurs at the end of a word and is joined to the
|_be et (WY Py J
* * ¢ preceding letter it is called the final joined letter.
| pe () (% K] 4. Finally, if the letter occurs at the end of a word but is not joined to
” > the letter that precedes it, it is called the final disjoined letter.
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