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Abyaneh Village: is an ancient village near Kashan, remark-
able for the red earth that gives its buildings their fiery tones.
Here every roof is your neighbor’s front yard, giving inhabitants
a peculiar combination of privacy and intimacy. The town’s
unique architecture and its inhabitants’ traditional costumes
and earthen pottery are all traditions going back over two thousand
years.
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Kashan, Abyaneh Village women's traditional dress
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Isfahan, Ali Qapu Pavilion, stucco-work of the music room

Ali Qapu Pavilion: is on the western side of Nagsh-e Jahan
(Imam) Square, built by order of Shah Abbas | in the 17th
century. AD. The original Palace had been squat; Shah Abbas
raised it by three stories and extended it to provide the great
covered balcony commanding a view of the Maidan. The interior
consists of an imposing portal and a six-storied edifice, each
storey being lavishly ornamented with plaster sculptures and
fine wall paintings. The iwan on the third storey has 18 columns,
a carved panel ceiling, and a large copper basin. It belongs to
the reign of Shah Abbas Il. The interior surface of the palace
walls and all the halls and chambers are richly decorated with
frescoes of floral and arabesque motifs.

The sixth storey possesses the largest hall of the palace and
was allocated for the Shah's official receptions or pleasure
hours when musicians and singers of high repute assembled
there to entertain the sovereign and his guests or favorites.
The sculptured plaster decorations of the walls of this storey
are extremely beautiful. There have been various repairs in
the 20th century including iron girdling of the defective parts
of the walls, renovation of frescoes inside the palace and tile-
work reparations in the exterior and around corner-pieces. The
palace possesses two spiral staircases.

Isfahan, Jame’ Mosque: The Jame’ Mosque, a world
cultural heritage, a historical concise book, is a witness of
the passage of time. In its meandrous vestibules and prayer
halls, the mosque had registered on its inscriptions the name
of several men and women kings, rulers, viziers, and artists.
One of the Friday Mosque’s treasures is this exquisite stucco
mihrab commissioned by Sultan Mohammad Khodabandeh,
Mohammad Savi, in 1310. The mihrab stands at one end of
a hall with tiled grilles on the courtyard side through which
lozenges of light pour across the brick floor. Two carved

wooden minbars or pulpits dating from the Safavid period flank
the prayer niche. Arabesques, interlacing vines and calligraphy,
leaves and lotus flowers are delicately incised upon the golden
stucco surface of this inspired mihrab.
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